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(57) ABSTRACT

A method is provided for switching over a gas turbine burner
operation from liquid fuel to gas fuel and vice-versa, with the
burner comprising nozzles for feeding a premixed gas fuel,
nozzles for injecting a pilot gas fuel and nozzles for injecting
a liquid fuel. According to the method, while the liquid fuel
and the premix gas fuel are regulated to switch over from
liquid fuel to gas fuel operation or vice-versa, the pilot gas
fuel is controlled at a substantially constant flow rate.
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1
METHOD FOR SWITCHING OVER A GAS
TURBINE BURNER OPERATION FROM
LIQUID TO GAS FUEL AND VICE-VERSA

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a continuation of International Appli-
cation No. PCT/EP2010/063053 filed Sep. 6, 2010, which
claims priority to FEuropean Patent Application No.
09169580.9, filed Sep. 7, 2009, the entire contents of all of
which are incorporated by reference as if fully set forth.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to method for switching over
a gas turbine burner operation from liquid to gas fuel and
vice-versa.

For example the present method may be used for fuel
switching over of gas turbines having conical premix burners.
For sake of clarity reference to such conical premix burners is
made in the following, it is anyhow clear that the method may
also be used for different burners.

BACKGROUND

With reference to FIG. 1, conical premix burners 1 are
known to comprise two (or also more than two) substantially
conical walls 2 that define a conical swirl chamber 3.

The conical walls 2 define slots 5 for air entrance and are
also provided with nozzles 6 for premix gas fuel injection into
the swirl chamber 3 (premix meaning that this burner has a
premix operation).

In addition, the burner 1 has a lance 7 having nozzles 8 for
pilot gas fuel injection and further nozzles 9 for liquid fuel
injection (typically located at the tip of the lance 7).

The walls 2 are connected through a front panel 10 to a
combustion chamber 11. In FIG. 1 nozzles 8 are shown at the
side of the lance 7, nevertheless in different examples the
nozzles 8 for pilot gas fuel can be located at the tip of the lance
7 or at the front panel 10.

Typically pilot gas fuel generates a diffusion flame and the
premix gas fuel generates a premix flame, nevertheless in
different examples the pilot gas fuel may also generate a
flame being a hybrid between diffusion and premix flame.

Two different operations (either with liquid or gas fuel) are
possible for this kind of burner.

GAS FUEL OPERATION—During gas fuel operation, the
nozzles 6 inject premix gas fuel and the nozzles 8 inject pilot
gas fuel; the nozzles 9 do not inject any liquid fuel.

Therefore, compressed air enters through the slots 5 into
the swirl chamber 3 and gas fuel is supplied via nozzles 6 and
8; in the swirl chamber 3 air and gas fuel mix forming a
mixture that is combusted in the combustion chamber 11
(reference 13 indicates the flame).

LIQUID FUEL OPERATION—During liquid fuel opera-
tion, the nozzles 9 inject liquid fuel, whereas the nozzles 6 and
8 do not inject any fuel.

Also in this case compressed air enters through the slots 5
into the swirl chamber 3 and liquid fuel is supplied vianozzles
9; in the swirl chamber 3 air and liquid fuel mix forming a
mixture that is combusted in the combustion chamber 11
(reference 13 indicates the flame).

SWITCH OVER—In order to switch from gas fuel opera-
tion to liquid fuel operation, traditionally the gas fuel flow rate
injected into the swirl chamber 3 via nozzles 6 (premix gas
nozzles) and 8 (pilot gas nozzles) is decreased together (i.e.
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2

both the premix gas fuel flow rate and pilot gas fuel flow rate
are decreased at the same time) and, in addition, the liquid
fuel flow rate is increased.

Decrease of gas fuel flow rate and increase of liquid fuel
flow rate are carried out with substantially linear functions,
from the initial flow rates (100% gas fuel and 0% liquid fuel)
to the final flow rate (0% gas fuel and 100% liquid fuel).

Switching over from liquid fuel to gas fuel operation is
carried out in the same way, i.e. liquid fuel flow rate is
decreased from 100% to 0%, while both premix gas fuel and
pilot gas fuel are increased at the same time from 0% to 100%.

Even iflargely used, in some cases this switch over method
proved to cause unstable gas turbine operation.

In other words, while premix gas fuel and pilot gas fuel
decrease and liquid fuel increases, or liquid fuel decreases
and premix gas fuel and pilot gas fuel increase the flame
stability can be influenced such that large pressure pulsations
are generated.

Pressure pulsation are known to be very detrimental for the
gas turbine lifetime because they stress not only the burners
and combustion chambers wherein they are generated, but
also other components such as flue gas discharge systems.

WO02009/068425 discloses a gas turbine able to operate
with a gas fuel and a liquid fuel and, in addition, also provided
with a pilot gas fuel and a pilot liquid fuel. This documents
does not give any suggestion on how a switch over from liquid
to gas fuel and vice versa can be carried out.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure is directed to a method for switch-
ing over a gas turbine burner operation from liquid fuel to gas
fuel and vice-versa. The burner includes nozzles for feeding a
premixed gas fuel, nozzles for injecting a pilot gas fuel and
nozzles for injecting a liquid fuel. The method includes regu-
lating the liquid fuel and the premix gas fuel to switch over
from liquid fuel to gas fuel operation or vice-versa while
controlling the pilot gas fuel at a substantially constant flow
rate.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Further characteristics and advantages of the invention will
be more apparent from the description of a preferred but
non-exclusive embodiment of the method according to the
invention, illustrated by way of non-limiting example in the
accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross section of a burner;

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the gas fuel and liquid fuel
flow rates during switch over from gas fuel operation to liquid
fuel operation; and

FIG. 3 is a diagram showing the gas fuel and liquid fuel
flow rates during switch over from liquid fuel operation to gas
fuel operation.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Introduction to the Embodiments

The technical aim of the present invention is therefore to
provide amethod by which the said problems of the known art
are eliminated.

Within the scope of this technical aim, an aspect of the
invention is to provide a method with which the gas turbine
operation is very stable also during switch over, such that no
pressure pulsations are generated, neither during switch over
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from gas fuel operation to liquid fuel operation, nor from
liquid fuel operation to gas fuel operation.

The technical aim, together with these and further aspects,
are attained according to the invention by providing a method
in accordance with the accompanying claims.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The burner 1 is a premixed burner and has nozzles 6 for
feeding a premixed gas fuel, nozzles 8 for injecting a pilot gas
fuel 23 and nozzles 9 for injecting a liquid fuel 21.

For example the conical burner 1 is a traditional burner
having the features already described with reference to FIG.
1. Naturally, other kinds of burners are also possible.

In this respect, the burner 1 is contained within a plenum 15
wherein compressed air 20 (from the compressor) is intro-
duced; this compressed air passes through the slots 5 to enter
the swirl chamber 3.

According to the method, while the liquid fuel 21 and the
premix gas fuel 22 are regulated to switch over from liquid
fuel to gas fuel operation or vice-versa, the pilot gas fuel 23 is
controlled at a substantially constant flow rate (i.e. small
changes of the pilot gas fuel flow rate are possible, but they do
not affect the operation of the burner).

In particular, when the liquid fuel 21 is regulated to
decrease its flow rate, the premix gas fuel 22 is regulated to
increase its flow rate and vice-versa.

Advantageously, during premix gas fuel regulation, the
pilot gas fuel 23 flow rate is controlled at a substantially
constant flow rate to control the flame stability.

Pilot gas is regulated before or after premix gas regulation.
In particular, during switching over from gas to liquid fuel
operation, pilot gas fuel 23 is regulated after premix gas fuel
22 regulation to be switched off, and during switching over
from liquid to gas fuel operation, pilot gas fuel 23 is regulated
before premix gas fuel 22 regulation to be increased up to the
operating flow rate.

In addition, while the liquid fuel 21 flow rate is regulated,
water injection 25 is regulated accordingly.

Moreover, when after regulation the premix gas fuel flow
rate and/or the pilot gas fuel flow rate become zero, a purge
medium 26 is injected through the premix gas fuel nozzles 6
and/or the pilot gas fuel nozzles 8.

In the same way, when after regulation the liquid fuel 21
flow rate becomes zero, a purge medium 26 is injected
through the liquid fuel nozzles 9.

Before the pilot gas fuel 23 is controlled at a substantially
constant flow rate, the premix gas fuel 22 and the pilot gas fuel
23 and the liquid fuel 21 are regulated together to bring the
burner to a starting switch over condition.

Typically, during the switch over, the gas turbine load is
substantially constant; moreover, during switch over from gas
fuel operation to liquid fuel operation, the operation tempera-
ture decreases and vice-versa (i.e. during switch over from
liquid fuel operation to gas fuel operation, the operation tem-
perature increases).

In the following the method will be described in detail for
switching over from gas fuel operation to liquid fuel opera-
tion and vice-versa.

SWITCHING OVER FROM GAS FUEL OPERATION
TO LIQUID FUEL OPERATION—With particular refer-
ence to FIG. 2, initially premix gas fuel 22 is injected into the
swirl chamber 3 through nozzles 6 and pilot gas fuel 23 is
injected into the swirl chamber 3 through nozzles 8; no liquid
fuel is injected through nozzles 9 and a limited water flow rate
25 is also injected into the swirl chamber 3 (FIG. 2, zone I).
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When switching over from gas fuel to liquid fuel operation
starts, the premix gas fuel 22, the pilot gas fuel 23 and the
liquid fuel 21 are regulated together to reach the switching
over start conditions; in this respect (zone II of FIG. 2) the
premix gas fuel 22 flow rate is decreased, the pilot gas fuel 23
flow rate is also decreased and the liquid fuel 21 flow rate is
increased (from zero); since the liquid fuel 21 flow rate is
increased, also the water 25 flow rate is increased.

Then (zone 111 of FIG. 2) the premix gas fuel 22 flow rate is
decreased up to a minimum flow rate to be then switched off
and, at the same time, the liquid fuel 21 flow rate and the water
25 flow rate are increased (with a step corresponding to the
premix gas fuel switching oft); pilot gas fuel 23 flow rate is
controlled to be substantially constant.

Afterwards (zone IV of FIG. 2) a purge medium 26 is
injected through nozzles 6 to clean them and then (zone V of
FIG. 2) pilot gas fuel 23 is decreased up to a minimum flow
rate to be then switched off, while liquid fuel 21 and water 25
flow rate are increased with a step corresponding to pilot gas
fuel switching off.

Then (zone VI of FIG. 2) a purge medium is injected
through nozzles 8 to clean them.

Thus (zone VII of FIG. 2) the burner 1 operates with liquid
fuel 21.

SWITCHING OVER FROM LIQUID FUEL OPERA-
TION TO GAS FUEL OPERATION—With particular refer-
ence to FIG. 3, during liquid fuel operation liquid fuel 21 and
water 25 are injected into the swirl chamber 3 (zone I of FIG.
3).

At the beginning of switch over, water 25 flow rate and
liquid fuel 21 flow rate are regulated to be reduced and premix
gas fuel 22 and pilot gas fuel 23 are also regulated to be
increased (from zero, zone II of FIG. 3).

Then the pilot gas fuel 23 is further increased up to its
operating conditions, while premix gas fuel 22 flow rate is
maintained substantially constant; water 25 flow rate and
liquid fuel 21 flow rate are also decreased (zone 111 of FIG. 3).

Then the water 25 flow rate and the liquid fuel 21 flow rate
are further decreased until the liquid fuel flow rate is zero and
at the same time the premix gas fuel 22 flow rate is increased;
during these regulations, pilot gas fuel 23 flow rate is sub-
stantially constant, i.e. even if its flow rate is substantially
constant, a small control is carried out to control the flame
stability (zone IV of FIG. 3).

A purge medium 26 is then injected through nozzles 9
(zone V of FIG. 3); thus (zone VI of FIG. 3) the burner
operates with gas fuel 22 and 23.

Water and/or nitrogen can be used as a purge medium 26.

Naturally, the features described may be independently
provided from one another.

The method conceived in this manner is susceptible to
numerous modifications and variants, all falling within the
scope of the inventive concept; moreover all details can be
replaced by technically equivalent elements.

In practice the materials used and the dimensions can be
chosen at will according to requirements and to the state of the
art.

REFERENCE NUMBERS

1 burner

2 conical walls

3 swirl chamber

5 slots

6 premix gas fuel nozzles

7 lance

8 pilot gas fuel nozzles of 7
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9 liquid fuel nozzles of 7

10 front panel

11 combustion chamber

13 flame

15 plenum

20 air

21 liquid fuel

22 premix gas fuel

23 pilot gas fuel

25 water

26 purge medium

What is claimed is:

1. Method for switching over a gas turbine burner operation
from liquid fuel to gas fuel and vice-versa, said burner com-
prising nozzles for feeding a premixed gas fuel, nozzles for
injecting a pilot gas fuel and nozzles for injecting a liquid fuel,
the method comprising:

regulating the liquid fuel and the premix gas fuel to switch

over from liquid fuel only operation to gas fuel only
operation or vice-versa while controlling the pilot gas
fuel at a substantially constant flow rate, wherein the
regulating the liquid fuel and the premix gas fuel to
switch over from liquid fuel only operation to gas fuel
only operation or vice-versa while controlling the pilot
gas fuel at a substantially constant flow rate comprises:
when switching over from gas fuel only operation to
liquid fuel only operation:
increasing a water flow rate for injection of water into
the burner, increasing a liquid fuel flow rate for
feeding liquid fuel into the burner, decreasing a
premix gas fuel flow rate for premix gas fuel to be
fed into the burner and controlling a pilot gas fuel
flow rate for pilot gas fuel to be fed into the burner
such that the pilot gas fuel flow rate is controlled to
be substantially constant while the liquid fuel and
water flow rates are increased and the premix gas
fuel flow rate is decreased to a minimum flow rate;
switching off the premix gas flow to the burner after
the premix gas fuel flow rate is at the minimum flow
rate; and
switching off the pilot gas fuel flow to the burner such
that only liquid fuel is fed to the burner for liquid
fuel only operation of the burner; and
when switching over from liquid fuel only operation to
gas fuel only operation:
decreasing the water flow rate for injection of water
into the burner, decreasing the liquid fuel flow rate
for feeding liquid fuel into the burner, increasing
the premix gas fuel flow rate for premix gas fuel to
be fed into the burner and controlling the pilot gas
fuel flow rate for pilot gas fuel to be fed into the
burner such that the pilot gas fuel flow rate is con-
trolled to be substantially constant while the liquid
fuel and water flow rates are decreased and the
premix gas fuel flow rate is increased; and
switching off the liquid fuel to the burner so that the
only gas fuel is fed to the burner for gas fuel only
operation of the burner.

2. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the pilot gas
fuel flow rate is controlled at a substantially constant flow rate
to control the flame stability.

3. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein while the
liquid fuel flow rate is regulated, water injection is regulated
accordingly.

4. The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein, when after
regulation the premix gas fuel flow rate and/or the pilot gas
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fuel flow rate become zero, a purge medium is injected
through premix gas fuel nozzles and/or pilot gas fuel nozzles.

5. The method as claimed in claim 3, wherein, when after
regulation the liquid fuel flow rate becomes zero, a purge
medium is injected through the liquid fuel nozzles.

6. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, before the
pilot gas fuel is controlled at a substantially constant flow rate,
the premix gas fuel and the pilot gas fuel and the liquid fuel
are regulated together to bring the burner into starting switch
over conditions.

7. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, during the
switch over, the gas turbine load is substantially constant.

8. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein, during
switch over from gas fuel operation to liquid fuel operation,
the operation temperature decreases and during switch over
from liquid fuel operation to gas fuel operation, the operation
temperature increases.

9. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein pilot gas fuel
is injected through the pilot gas fuel nozzles at aside of alance
or at a tip of the lance or at a front panel.

10. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein liquid fuel
is injected through the liquid fuel nozzles at a tip of a lance.

11. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein pilot gas is
regulated before or after premix gas regulation.

12. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein during
switching over from gas to liquid fuel operation, pilot gas fuel
is regulated after premix gas fuel regulation to be switched
off.

13. The method as claimed in claim 11, wherein during
switching over from liquid to gas fuel operation, pilot gas fuel
is regulated before premix gas fuel regulation to be increased
up to the operating flow rate.

14. The method as claimed in claim 1, wherein the burner
comprises at least two conical shells defining a substantially
conical swirl chamber provided with tangential slots for feed-
ing air and the nozzles for feeding the premix gas fuel therein,
the nozzles for injecting the pilot gas fuel and a lance disposed
centrally in the conical chamber and provided with the
nozzles for injecting the liquid fuel.

15. The method of claim 1, wherein, when switching over
from gas fuel only operation to liquid fuel only operation:

injecting a purge medium into the nozzles for injecting the
premix gas fuel into the burner after switching off the
premix gas flow to the burner;

injecting a purge medium into the nozzles for injecting a
pilot gas fuel after the switching off of the pilot gas fuel
flow to the burner.

16. The method of claim 15, wherein when switching over
from liquid fuel only operation to gas fuel only operation:

injecting a purge medium into the nozzles for injecting the

liquid fuel into the burner after switching off liquid fuel
flow to the burner.

17. The method of claim 1, wherein the premix gas fuel
flow rate is further increased when the liquid fuel to the burner
is switched off.

18. The method of claim 1, comprising:

switching from liquid fuel only operation to gas fuel only

operation; and

switching from gas fuel only operation to liquid fuel only

operation.



